
The most important thing is that the tanks, pumps and lines have been thoroughly 
cleaned of the residues of previous products. This is particularly essential if the previous 
cargo has the potential to contaminate the cargo to be loaded. Therefore, the extent 
of the cleaning must be seen in relation to the cargo previously carried and that to be 
loaded. 

Loading

• Prior to loading, a Tank Clean Certificate should be obtained from a surveyor. 

• At the commencement of the loading, samples should be taken by the crew or an 
independent cargo surveyor, at the vessel’s manifold or where the shore installation 
piping system ends. 

• First foot samples should be taken and analyzed before the loading is allowed to 
continue. 

• Upon completion of the loading, samples should be taken by the crew or an 
independent cargo surveyor, from all of the tanks. 

• Depending on the cargo’s composition, it may be necessary to take samples at 
different levels in the tanks.

Cargo Contamination  
on Tankers



This Hazard Info Sheet is and is intended to be a presentation of the subject matter addressed. Although the authors have undertaken all measures to ensure the 

correctness of the material, it does not purport to list all risks or to indicate that other risks do not exist. If P&C Insurance does not give any guarantee thereof and 

no liability is assumed by reason of this Hazard Info Sheet as it is only advisory in nature and the final decisions must be made by the stakeholder. It shall not be 

applied to any specific circumstance, nor is it intended to be relied on as providing professional advice to any specific issue or situation. 

  9
/2

02
0

Discharging

• In the discharge port, it is strongly recommended that the vessel’s crew or an 
independent cargo surveyor, takes samples from each tank before the discharge 
operation commences. 

• In addition, the crew should take cargo samples at the vessel’s manifold at the 
commencement of the discharge of each parcel.

In the event of Contamination

• In the event of contamination, it is extremely important to take care of the samples 
and the cargo surveyor’s report from the loading port. 

• We as an insurer always strive to have the best qualified cargo surveyor acting on 
behalf of the cargo owner. The ship-owner will probably also call in another cargo 
surveyor.

• Therefore, it is important to act quickly and call in a qualified cargo surveyor 
immediately and of course also contact If Insurance cargo claims department.


