
              

 

  Wastepaper 
– storage and transportation
 
Wastepaper is hygroscopic (absorbing moisture) and must be protected from all 
moisture, such as rain, snow, condensation water, seawater and extremely high levels of 
relative humidity. 

Exposure to moisture may lead to spontaneous combustion. 

Wastepaper which has been compressed into compacted bales, is impregnated with 
unsaturated oils and is not completely dry. It can constitute a fire hazard and must be 
classified as a substance from class 4.2 of the IMDG Code or ADR ”substances liable to 
spontaneous combustion (e.g. coal, fish meal)”. 

Transportation 

Wastepaper classed as hazardous material must be transported in accordance with the 
relevant recommendations and conventions of dangerous goods. 

Storage 

Storage of wastepaper should thus take place in a locked, ventilated and enclosed area 
under a roof, preferably indoors away from machines and other combustible material. 
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This Hazard Info Sheet is and is intended to be a presentation of the subject matter addressed. Although the authors have undertaken all measures to ensure 

the correctness of the material, it does not purport to list all risks or to indicate that other risks do not exist. If P&C Insurance does not give any guarantee 

thereof and no liability is assumed by reason of this Hazard Info Sheet as it is only advisory in nature and the final decisions must be made by the stakeholder. 

It shall not be applied to any specific circumstance, nor is it intended to be relied on as providing professional advice to any specific issue or situation. 


